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Noah’s Arkive

Here’s what your city will look like when the ice sheets melt. So
declares the headline of a recent story about maps that illustrate
the transformation of urban sprawls into ocean-embraced archi-
pelagoes. London will become Venice and Venice Atlantis. What
is at stake in our desire to imagine cities submerged, as if we
were a latter day Noah surveying the world from the gated com-
munity of the ark? Why do we seldom in the process consider the
lives of those likeliest to perish in the rising waters? Who gets ad-
mitted to safety, whose story is held in the archive? What would
happen if we stopped using the Flood as our unspoken cognitive
frame for global warming—or at least if we stopped playing the
role of Noah and abandoned hope of salvaging a small com-
munity in an ark built against more complicated, more collective,
more livable futures? What if we thought with more sympathy
about what is lost when we uncritically embrace the apocalypse
of flooding waters and its lethal archive of disaster stories?
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